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vulgar prejudices too commonly entertained against them.
While England was unconnected with any dominions upon the Continent, we had only our fleets to prevent and resist insults from other powers; whereas, by our happy union with Hanover, we have a body of above twenty thousand men, most excellent troops, to act whenever we think proper, without the least danger or expense to England, by which too particularly we bridle the North.
The Duchy of Bremen is of infinite advantage to England, as it supplies us with great quantities of linen, both for home consumption and re-exportation, to the great ease of our linen manufacturers, who would otherwise be obliged to make ten times the quantity they do now.
Hanover may be likewise of use to us by its example, since there cannot be a stronger instance of the advantages arising to a country, from a wise and frugal administration, than the great improvement of that Electorate, under the successive governments of his late and his present Majesty.
The whole revenues of the Electorate, at the time of his late Majesty's accession to the throne of these realms, did not amount to more than three hundred thousand pounds a year; and yet soon afterwards the considerable purchases of Bremen and Verden were made for above five hundred thousand pounds sterling. Not long after this, the number of troops in the Electorate was raised much above what it was before thought able to maintain, and has continued ever since upon that high establishment.
Since his present Majesty's accession to the Elec-